
Instructions for filing petition(s) for custody are as follows: 

1. Pay $25.00 (money order) filing fee OR file the waiver of fee. 

2. Petition must be completed to the best of your knowledge. 

3. A copy of your petition must be served to the respondent(s) by 

another person not the petitioner. Once this is completed the 

individual who is serving the other party with a copy of the petition; 

fills out the affidavit of personal service; after service is completed 

have his or her signature notarized or bring it back to the SLTC and 

sign in presence of any clerk of court or the   court administrator. 

4. A copy of the SL Tribal code is provided in regards to service of 

process and alternate personal service methods. 

5. Once the affidavit of service is completed and returned to the court; 

the petition is then forwarded to the judge for review and the judge 

then advises the clerk with instructions on how to proceed with the 

petition. 

 

  









***COMPLETE ALL PAGES…**A $25.00 filing fee (money order) must be submitted along 
with this petition before any action is taken. . . . . . . . . . . .***  

SPIRIT LAKE TRIBAL COURT FAMILY DIVISION 
SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FORT TOTTEN, NORTH DAKOTA 58335 
****************************************************************************** 

_______________________________________________ )  Petition For Custody 
Petitioner(s),  ) 

) (Emergency /____) 
VS.     ) (Temporary /____) 

) (Full / __________) 
_______________________________________________ ) (Joint / _________) 

Respondent(s) 

YOUR PETITIONER___________________________________________________________ 

(state your relationship to child(ren)________________________________________________ 

Respectfully state to the court that said child is as follows: 

1. Name: _______________________________________________Age: _____DOB: _______

Tribal Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________ 

2. Name: _______________________________________________Age: _____DOB: _______

Tribal Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________ 

3. Name: _______________________________________________Age: _____DOB: _______

Tribal Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________ 

4. Name: _______________________________________________Age: _____DOB: _______

Tribal Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________ 

****************************************************************************** 

THAT the mother is_____________________________________________________________ 

Resides at / Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Tribal Affiliation________________________________________________________________ 

THAT the father is______________________________________________________________ 

Resides at / Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Tribal Affiliation________________________________________________________________ 
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THAT certain facts bring said children with the jurisdiction of this Court as follows:
(state the reasons why you are asking for custody) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

THAT your Petitioner believes that said child(ren) are in need of protection as Deprived 

/Delinquent /Dependant /child/ren / and that it is for the best interest of said child/ren / youth, 

and of the Spirit Lake Tribe that further investigation be had of said matter, that a hearing to be 

had thereon and that a determination be made concerning the care, control and custody of said 

minor child/ren/  youth as  provided by law. 

WHEREFORE Petitioner prays: 

1. That this petition be ordered filed, that a Notice of Hearing be issued and the

Petition be heard as soon as possible, and

2. That the Court, upon proof by clear and convincing evidence make an Order

best suited to the protection and physical, mental and moral welfare of said

child/ren/youth.

Dated this ____________Day of__________________________________________20_______ 

____________________________________ 
Signature of Petitioner 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this_________ day of______________________20_______ 

in Fort Totten, North Dakota 58335 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of Court 

Pg. 3



SPIRIT LAKE TRIBAL COURT IN TRIBAL COURT/FAMILY DIVISION 

SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FORT TOTTEN, NORTH DAKOTA 

FAMILY INFORMATION SHEET 

(fill out completely-as the court needs both parities’ addresses/current/last known) 

PETITIONER; 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Residence (district or unit #)________________________________________________ 

Current Mailing Address__________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone Number____________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone Number____________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth___________________________________________________________________ 

RESPONDENT: 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Residence (district or unit #)________________________________________________ 

Current Mailing Address__________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone Number____________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone Number____________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth___________________________________________________________________ 



SPIRIT LAKE TRIBAL COURT JUVENILE DIVISION 

SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FORT TOTTEN, NORTH DAKOTA 

(Complete all questions to the best of your knowledge…) 

IN THE INTEREST OF________________________________________, A MINOR CHILD 

) 
_________________________________________ ) 

Petitioner,  ) UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY 
) JURISDICTION ENFORCEMENT 

VS.     ) ACT AFFIDAVIT 
) 

________________________________________ ) 
Respondent,  ) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

I, _______________________________________________________, Pursuant to the Uniform 
Child Custody Jurisdiction Enforcement Act, NDCC § 14-14-20 and the Federal Parental 
Kidnapping prevention Act, after being duly sworn, do depose and say that: The DOB of the 
minor child is ______________________________________________ 

1. The minor child/children named in the petition is this case are currently living at _______
_________________________ and have lived at that address for ___________________
________________________________________________________________________

2. Within the last five (5) years, the places where the children have lived are as follows:
[please list all addresses the child/ren have resided]

3. Within the last five(5) years, the names and present addresses of all the persons with
whom the children have lived are as follows: [please list]

4. I (have/have not) participated as a party, witness, or in any other capacity in any other
litigation concerning the custody of the minor children in this or any other State. [list if
needed]



5. I (have /have no) information of any custody proceeding concerning the minor children
pending in a Court of this State or any other State.

6. I do not know of any person not a party to the proceedings who has physical custody of
the minor children or who claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to the
minor children.

7. I understand that I have a continuing duty to inform the Court of any custody proceeding
concerning the minor children in this or any other state, if I obtain that information while
this proceeding is still pending.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT. 

____________________________________ 
Petitioner 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _______ day of ________________________ 20______ 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of Court 
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SPIRIT LAKE TRIBAL COURT FAMILY DIVISION 

SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FT. TOTTEN, ND 58335 

****************************************************************************** 

_________________________________________ ) 

 Petitioner(s) ) APPLICATION FOR WAIVER 

   VS.    )  

       )           OF FILING FEE FOR CUSTODY 

_________________________________________ ) 

 Respondent(s) ) &/OR VISITATION PETITION 
 

Comes now, Petitioner herein and states to the Court good cause for waiver of filling fees: 

 (give an estimate on the bills you pay) 

1. My income per month:_____________________________________________________ 

2. My spouse's income per month:______________________________________________ 

3. My monthly / weekly / biweekly bills (debts) are as follows:_______________________ 

4. Vehicle(s):_______________________________________________________________ 

5. House / Rent:_____________________________________________________________ 

6. Electricity:_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Water:__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Heat:___________________________________________________________________ 

9. Telephone(s)/Cell phone:___________________________________________________ 

10. Insurance: (Health-Car-Home, etc.): __________________________________________ 

11. Medical Payments:________________________________________________________ 

12. Daycare / School / College:_________________________________________________ 

13. Alimony / Child Support:___________________________________________________ 

14. Food:___________________________________________________________________ 

15. Clothing:________________________________________________________________ 

16. Gas:____________________________________________________________________ 

17. Any other:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Your affiant respectfully requests that the court grant his motion to proceed with the above captioned civil 

matter without a filing fee. 
 

 

Dated this ______________ day of _________________________________ 20____________, 
 
 

     ________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Petitioner(s) 
 
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _____ day of________________________________ 20_______ 
 

      

____________________________________________________ 
Clerk of the Spirit Lake Tribal Court
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I have reviewed the above information listed in this application (request). 

 

The application is: GRANTED:_________ DENIED:__________ 

Comments:______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________    _____________________________________ 

Dated       Judge of the Spirit Lake Tribal Court 



SPIRIT LAKE TRIAL COURT CIVIL DIVISION 

SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FORT TOTTEN, ND 58335 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Plaintiff/Petitioner 

vs. Affidavit of Personal Service 

____________________________________ Court File No. _______________________ 

Defendant/Respondent 

STATE OF__________________________) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF________________________) 
(County where Affidavit signed) 

I, ______________________________________________, being sworn, state that I am at least 
(Name of person who hand-delivered documents) 

18 years of age having been born on _________________________________, and that on 

_________________________, ___________I served the _______________________________ 
(Month & Date)   (year)   (list all papers handed to the other party) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
(list all papers handed to the other party) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

upon ________________________________________by handing a true and correct copy of the 
(Name of other party) 

documents to him/her at __________________________________________________________ 
(street, address, city, state) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dated:  ___________________________  _________________________________________ 
Signature (Sign only in front of notary public or court clerk.) 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Sworn/affirmed before me this Address: _________________________________ 

______ day of _____________, _______ City/State/Zip: ____________________________ 

_________________________________ Telephone: (____) _________________________ 
Notary Public/Clerk of Court 



SPIRIT LAKE TRIAL COURT CIVIL DIVISION 

SPIRIT LAKE JURISDICTION FORT TOTTEN, ND 58335 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Plaintiff/Petitioner 

vs. Affidavit of Personal Service 

____________________________________ Court File No. _______________________ 

Defendant/Respondent 

STATE OF__________________________) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF________________________) 
(County where Affidavit signed) 

I, ______________________________________________, being sworn, state that I am at least 
(Name of person who hand-delivered documents) 

18 years of age having been born on _________________________________, and that on 

_________________________, ___________I served the _______________________________ 
(Month & Date)   (year)   (list all papers handed to the other party) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
(list all papers handed to the other party) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

upon ________________________________________by handing a true and correct copy of the 
(Name of other party) 

documents to him/her at __________________________________________________________ 
(street, address, city, state) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dated:  ___________________________  _________________________________________ 
Signature (Sign only in front of notary public or court clerk.) 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Sworn/affirmed before me this Address: _________________________________ 

______ day of _____________, _______ City/State/Zip: ____________________________ 

_________________________________ Telephone: (____) _________________________ 
Notary Public/Clerk of Court 




